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Protection Of Mangroves

Condition of Mangroves near estuaries of several rivers, creeks, sea
beaches in Raigad, Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg districts is becoming weak day by
day. Along with Revas, Alibaug, Nagaon, Chaul and Dighi beaches mangroves in
Dive agar, Velas, Kelashi, Utambare, Ade, Ganeshgule, Ranpar, Purnagad,
Gaonkhedi, Vetye, Mochemad, Aravali, Taak are in worst condition. In Malvan
and Fanasewadi it is degraded and sparse. In some parts of Revas, Alibaug
mangroves are totally damaged. At many places, length and breadth, density and
height of mangroves are found to be reduced.

A common man do not have the knowledge about the importance of
mangroves in eco-system. Mangroves grow in salty water, in marshy-swamp
lands of estuaries and creeks. For their healthy growth a humid climate and
heavy rainfalls are needed. Mangroves are important factor of the eco system.
Besides, they proved to be economically beneficial to the mankind: as they
provide timber and firewood / fuel. The medicinal properties of mangroves are
also cashed. Local people know its medicinal value and uses.

Just ten years back, Dabhol creek was one of the richest centre of
mangroves. Its existence near Bhati, Sakhare and Peve was abundant. But due
to Ratnagiri Power Project the percentage reduced considerably as the
mangroves feils was used for construction by cutting it down. Nobody bothered
about such a disastrous thing; neither the government bodies nor the local
people or forest department.

Near Umroli on the banks of Savitri river mangroves are cut down like
anything. This area is famous for Mango cultivation. For the horticulture and
farming farmers cut down mangroves to avail more land under cultivation.
Mangroves field reduced considerably near Pangari, Peve, Isapur, Bhopan and
Chivali. Mangroves found in Chinchkari, Jaigad bay, Kolam estuary, Deogad
estuary and Karli river banks are of inferior quality. The mangroves field in many
parts of Raigad, Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg districts need to be protected;
especially from local people. Forest and various concerned departments of
government should come forward to preserve the mangroves to conserve the bio
diversity.

In various parts of Ratnagiri and Sindhudurg Thermal Power Projects are
planned and going to be activated in near future. Natives of these areas are
much concened about the affects of these projects. They express their worries
regarding the disadvantages of konkan railway and growing tourism Industry. But
no one discuss the issue of mangroves being ruined. They are also worried
about the govt. policies and nuisance of migrants. Some nature lovers came
together to arouse awareness regarding environment protection. But only few are
worried about the mangroves eradication. An extensive awareness campaign
should be taken up to preserve and conserve mangroves. There is bit confusion
in the two departments of govt, i.e. forest and revenue, that who have the rights
to preserve mangroves. A few months back this charge was given to forest
department, from the revenue department. But still the confusion is there in the
officials, themselves. And in many cases mangroves fields prevail in private or



village property. Mangroves are also threatened by Kharland Development
Programme. Mangroves needed to be protected as they are the buffer against
the direct attack of the sea. Govt. forest departments shall preserve and
conserve mangroves. Mangroves fields are under great threat by agriculture,
industries, wood and fuel extractions. Damage has also been done by the
insecticides used by farmers and oil effluents from motor boats.

Ecological society proposed biosphere reserves to protect the ecosystem
in Konkan region. These are —

1. Murud — Janijira, Shreevardhan, Savitri biosphere reserve. It covers the area
from the southern shore of the Savitri estuary.

2. Suvarnadurg — Jaigad biosphere reserve. The northern boundary of this
reserve touches the village of Murud, south of Harney harbor and its southern
boundary includes Sandkhol village and its environs.

3. Ratnagiri — Purnagad Biosphere Reserve. It includes Jaki-Mirya and Shirgaon,
north of Ratnagiri and should stretch to the southern shore of Muchkundi estuary.
4. Vijaydurg - Devgad Biosphere Reserve. The reserve should stretch from the
estuary of the Vaghotan river to Mithbaon, south of Devgad.

5. Achara — Malvan Biosphere Reserve. It stretches from north of Achara town to
Malvan.

Shri Rameshwar Fugare, an activist of Sahyadri Nisarga Mitra Mandal,
said, “ We have accepted the challenge to preserve not only the mangroves but
the entire environment of Konkan region. As per Coastal Regulatory Zone
(C.R.Z.) Act there are restrictions on mangroves eradication. But it remains on
paper only; lacks implementation. The remaining mangroves fields should be
protected and new plantations should also be taken up. Forest Department
should take initiative in this matter. ”

It seems that Govt. should have control over the industrial developmental
activities, growing number of migrants and the population, tourism activities
which are hampering the existence and growth mangroves; to protect the
ecosystem.



